
RPRA update Monday 8
th

 June 2020 
 

 RACING FROM FRANCE  

Over the past weeks we have been monitoring the situation in respect of travelling to 

France for the purpose of Pigeon Racing.  

The following facts are relevant  

1. The FCF will provide permits for liberations in France.  

2. The Government advises against non-essential journey.  

3. The UK Government will impose a 14 day isolation requirement on anyone 

entering/returning to the UK from 8th June 2020  

4. As a result of the isolation period imposed by the UK government the French 

Government will ask travellers from the UK to observe a voluntary 14 day self-quarantine 

period, effective from 8th June 2020.  

What is an Essential Journey?  

The following has been taken from the Foreign and Commonwealth office and highlighted 

in italics  

Definition of ‘essential travel’  

Sometimes we say that only essential travel is advised. Whether travel is essential or not is 

your own decision. You may have urgent family or business commitments to attend to. 

Circumstances differ from person to person. Only you can make an informed decision based 

on the risks.  

Are there exemptions to the 14 day quarantine?  

Yes. Initially this included 'haulage drivers' with no further clarification. However this has 

changed recently and the following (in italics) has been taken from 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-travellers-exempt-from-uk-

border-rules/coronavirus-covid-19-travellers-exempt-from-uk-border-rules  

Drivers of goods vehicles or public service vehicles and other employees of community 

licence holders for the international carriage of goods or passengers by coach and bus. 

You’ll need to complete the Public Health passenger locator form before you travel to the 

UK. You will not need to self-isolate for 14 days. You’ll need to show that your travel is part 

of your job, for example a letter from your employer, a consignment note or your operator’s 

licence.  

Is the transportation of pigeons for racing purposes an essential journey?  

As clarified above, the Foreign and Commonwealth Office state that it is for the individual 

to establish what is an essential journey.  

Will our drivers be exempt from the quarantine period?  

Without the exemption confirmed by the Home Office organisations will have to apply their 

own judgement. However, based on the information provided above, if the driver can 

demonstrate the journey is carried out as part of his/her job then they may be exempt.  



Summary  

We are currently working with the home office to achieve an exemption for pigeon 

transportation that would include those travelling for other reasons other than their job. 

This is being dealt with by the Home Office as an urgent request. In the meantime 

organisations should use their own judgement. This may include assessing any risk based 

on the information above along with further information available on the Government 

websites.  

A further update will be provided asap 

 

 

RPRA update Tuesday 2
nd

 June 2020 
To: All racing organisations 

From: Ian Evans, RPRA CEO 
 

Race Marking and Clock Striking Update - ENGLAND ONLY 

On the 1st June the Government has updated its guidance in respect outdoor sport and 

recreation. 

Therefore, with effect from 1st June marking and clock striking teams can consist of 6 

individuals from different households. 

Both activities are still only permitted outdoors and subject to the appropriate Hygiene 

protocols. Please refer to the race marking and clock striking guidance for further detail. 

 

The RPRA has also relaxed the rule requiring members to sign race entry sheets. 

 

RPRA update Monday 1
st
 June 2020 

We can confirm that pigeon racing is now permitted within England. Ian Evans CEO 

 

 

RPRA update Wednesday 27
th

 May 2020 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION - PLEASE READ AND IMPLEMENT ASAP 

 

Further to our email of 19th May 2020 this is an important reminder of the requirements for 

Convoying Organisations 

The email and Guidance for Convoying Organisations included the following statements: 

 

'Although this guidance has been distributed to clubs via the RPRA  

database please forward the document to all clubs within your  

organisation. We may not have all email addresses and therefore your  

assistance is vital in distributing this information'. 

'Convoying organisation should not collect birds from any marking  

station unless they have received confirmation that the General License  

requirements for gatherings have been met – please refer to the race  



marking guidance for more detail 

I can not stress enough the importance that you circulate the guidance  

to ALL clubs in your organisation. If you have not already done so you  

need to do so asap. 

Finally, unless you have received confirmation that each marking station  

has informed the APHA of the details regarding their gathering 7 days in  

advance (This relates to gathering for training and racing etc) you  

should not collect the pigeons from the marking station. This is a legal  

requirement and the APHA will be carrying out checks and will take  

actions against those who are not compliant. 

Ian Evans 

CEO 

 

RPRA update Monday 18
th

 May 2020 
RACING UPDATE 

Stage 1 of the Governments strategy allows outdoor sport and recreation. Therefore, 

guidance to facilitate racing has been developed. This includes guidance for: 

1. Race Marking 

2. Clock Striking 

3. Convoying 

4. Liberation sites 

We have consulted with the Chair of the APPG and DEFRA 

Race marking guidance and Convoying guidance, is attached. Clock striking with be based 

on the same principles as race marking and guidance will be published asap. Other guidance 

will be sent directly to you in the next 24 hours. 

IF all goes well we will be able to commence racing with effect from 1st June 2020. 

We have contacted all Liberation sites and the response to date has been positive - although 

we are waiting for the majority to reply. 

Certain RPRA rules will have to be suspended to facilitate racing. For example parts of Rule 

125b. We would appreciate your input to identify what other rules will require 

relaxing/suspending. 

Thanks 

Ian 

Re the above. Please see race marking and convoying guidance on latest news 

 

RPRA update Saturday 16
th

 May 2020 
Group Training Update 

Further to the RPRA statement issued on 11th May 2020 the following guidance has been 

developed to aid group training of more than two people/individuals. 

It is important to note that it is Guidance and any individual involved in group training 

should satisfy themselves that they are happy to proceed on that basis. 

The following has been based on social distancing rules issued under stage 1 of the 



Governments strategy including. 

1. A two metre distance should be kept between individuals from different household. 

2. Individuals are only permitted to meet up with one other individual from a different 

household per day. 

Those carrying out group training (the Convoyer) should remain in the vehicle at each 

collection point while the fancier loads his/her pigeons. 

Once the fancier has left the pick up point the Convoyer should disinfect any part of the 

equipment that the fancier has come into contact with, such as door to trailers, before 

moving to the next collection point. 

At no point should more than two individuals from different households be at the same pick 

up point at the same time. 

 

In addition Convoyers should ensure that they have an RPRA Convoyers license and are 

meeting the requirements of the General license for bird gatherings. 

Further information for the General License can be found at https://www.rpra.org/download-

forms/ 

Please click on the Avian Influenza code of conduct document that contains details of the 

General License. 

Ian Evans,  

RPRA CEO 

 

RPRA update Tuesday 12
th

 May 2020  
Following the good news provided yesteday in relation to the commencement of training in 

England we have received confirmation from the President of the FCF (Federation 

Colombophile Française) that permits will be provided via the RPRA for the liberation of 

pigeons from France.  

This will be permitted as soon as we have been given authorisation to race by the UK 

Government. Brittany ferries has also confirmed that channel crossing is permitted.  

Ian Evans RPRA CEO 

 

RPRA update Monday 11
th

 May 2020 
TRAINING RACING PIGEONS IN ENGLAND 

Members should read all of the following statement, and encourage all other members to 

read the full statement and not rely on word of mouth. 

Firstly, I must stress that the document relates to England only. The devolved Governments 

have set out a different position in relation to restrictions. 

The statement is based on the principles set out by the Prime Minister’s announcement on 

Sunday 10th May 2020 that outlined a shift from a ‘Stay at Home’ policy to a ‘Stay Alert’ 

Policy, and the publication of the Government’s 60 page COVID-19 recovery strategy, 

published at 2pm on 11th May 2020. This document can be found via www.gov.uk. Where 

relevant, extracts from the Government’s strategy have been copied and pasted, and are 

highlighted in italics. 



 

Individual Loft Training 

Individual loft Training will be permitted from Wednesday 13th May 2020. This is 

based on the following extract from the Government’s strategy documents: 

 

‘People may drive to outdoor open spaces irrespective of distance, so long as they respect 

social distancing guidance while they are there, because this does not involve contact with 

people outside your household. When travelling to outdoor spaces, it is important that people 

respect the rules in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland and do not travel to different parts 

of the UK where it would be inconsistent with guidance or regulations issued by the relevant 

devolved administration’. 

 

Group Training 
We are currently in Phase 1 of the Government strategy, and this allows individuals to meet 

up with one member from a different household, while adhering to the social distancing 

requirements of 2 metres. Therefore group training of 2 lofts is permitted. However, training 

in larger groups (more than two) is not permitted. 

 

Additional Information 
In no circumstances should fanciers from different lofts travel in the same vehicle. 

 

While carrying out training, members should not be travelling into Wales, Scotland or 

Northern Ireland, all of which currently have different rules in place regarding travel. 

 

Questions and Answers 
• Why isn’t training allowed in Wales, Scotland or Northern Ireland? 

The devolved Governments in all three countries currently have a different approach relating 

to travel restrictions. However, we have and will continue to make contact with each 

devolved Government to discuss the possibility of training being authorised. 

 

 

• When will racing commence? 

It is impossible to provide an exact date, and members should not assume racing will start on 

any given date. Our best case scenario is that racing would commence the first weekend in 

June. However, for that to happen the following will need to be achieved: 

 

Stage two of the Governments strategy would have to be implemented. This states: 

 

To aid planning, the Government’s current aim is that the second step will be made no 

earlier than Monday 1 June, subject to these conditions being satisfied. 

 

(Please refer to the Government’s strategy documents for details of the conditions.) 

 



Phase two then outlines that IF such conditions are satisfied and stage 2 is implemented, the 

following will be allowed: 

 

Permitting cultural and sporting events to take place behind closed-doors for broadcast, 

while avoiding the risk of large-scale social contact. 

 

The RPRA has developed a race marking and clock striking protocol that will be refined to 

take into consideration the latest announcements and published as soon as possible. 

 

In addition the General Licence for Gatherings (birds not people) does not, currently, allow 

gatherings indoors, and until this changes it would be difficult to facilitate race marking 

could be carried out. We are currently seeking clarification as to when this MAY change. 

 

• Our Club HQ/Marking Station is in a pub or club? 

Clubs and organisations are encouraged to source alternative/contingency venues to race 

mark and clock strike, and wherever possible share race marking venues and facilities with 

other clubs. 

 

Where possible clubs are also encouraged to confirm with their existing HQ/Marking 

stations that they have permission to use the premises. 

 

Ian Evans 

CEO 

 

RPRA update Sunday 10
th

 May 2020 
 

Following tonight’s statement by the Prime Minister and the Statements from the devolved 

Governments, the RPRA President, Vice Presidents and CEO will be meeting online 

(tonight) to discuss the content and provide an update in relation to training and racing as 

soon as possible. 

In the meantime please continue to adhere to the current situation restrictions regarding 

training and racing. Further discussions are also planned with the Chair of the All Party 

Parliamentary Group for Pigeon Racing on Monday.  

The CEO has also made contact with the Welsh Government and will be attempting to 

contact other devolved Governments as soon as possible. 

Thank you. 

 

RPRA update Monday 4
th

 May 2020 
 

Covid-19 Training and Racing. 



Firstly I would like to outline that Training remains strictly prohibited and anyone 

undertaking training may be jeopardising the achievement of a position whereby we can 

train and race as soon as is reasonably possible. 

We need to demonstrate that we can collectively follow simple instructions. While I am 

happy to say that we have received few reports in terms of police authorities having stopped 

and found fanciers undertaking a non-essential journey while training their pigeons; it is 

unfortunate to learn that some members have been dealt with by the authorities for carrying 

out training.  

In the interest of the sport and the wider community these individuals should stop 

immediately. You will be aware that myself, President and Vice Presidents have developed a 

protocol for race marking and clock striking.  

This protocol has been approved by the RPRA Council and presented to the Chair of the All 

Party Parliamentary Group for Pigeon Racing. Discussions have been escalated and we hope 

to be in a position to announce positive news in due course.  

However, I must stress that there are no guarantees. Continuing to train in the current 

restrictions could jeopardise our relationship with the authorities on whom we may be 

relying on to allow racing if and when restrictions are lifted.  

Please be assured that we are doing all that is reasonably possible to achieve a position 

where training and racing can commence while adhering to certain restrictions.  

Ian Evans RPRA CEO 

 

RPRA update Thursday 30
th

 April 2020 
 

There are rumours circulating that training has been approved with effect from 7th May and 

that racing will commence 23rd May. A document was circulated to racing organisations 

(Federation etc) yesterday.  

This document requested that they consider contingency race programmes effective from the 

23rd May. This document was based on many assumptions and is no way confirmation that 

training will be allowed on 7th May and that racing will start on 23rd May.  

The reason this information has been requested now is that this will allow us to carry out all 

the administrative and logistical tasks associated with booking race sites and complying with 

the law if racing can commence on 23rd May.  

Although we are hopeful that this will be the case it will very much depend on the 

Governments plan of how and what restrictions will be lifted.  

Please be assured that a team consisting of myself, the President and Vice Presidents are 

working hard behind the scenes to ensure racing starts as soon as possible but in a way that 

is safe and reasonable to do so.  

Ian Evans RPRA CEO  
 

 

 

RPRA update Monday 27
th

 April 2020 



Dear Mister President.  

The KBDB asked us to inform you that the transport of pigeons in Belgium is prohibited 

until 4/5/2020 and that the transport of pigeons in France is prohibited until 11/5/2020.  

This information is very important with regard to the collection of the pigeons by the One 

Loft Races, organized in your country.  

If we receive more information, we will inform you immediately.  

Best regards Istvan BARDOS President FCI  

Ian Evans RPRA CEO 

 

RPRA Vaccination update Monday 27
th

 April 2020 

 
As a result of current social distancing rules the requirement for the vaccinations of pigeons 

to be witnessed by two association members has been relaxed.  

Wherever possible vaccination should be witnessed by family members or members of the 

same household.  

This will remain in place until the Government lifts the restriction on social distancing.  

Ian Evans RPRA CEO 

 

 

 

 

RPRA update Tuesday 14
th

 April 2020 
 

Training Pigeons During Coronavirus restrictions. As you will appreciate the decision taken 

to prohibit ALL training was taken in line with Government restrictions relating to non-

essential travel and was therefore in reality a decision of Government.  

However, it seems that some members are continuing to train their pigeons while carrying 

out essential journeys, such as travelling to work.  

To provide clarity in relation to training we wish to confirm that ALL training is prohibited; 

even if carried out via an essential journey. Members should consider that training whether 

as part of an essential journey or not will result in pigeons straying/becoming injured. This 

may lead to pigeons falling into the care of non-fanciers who are unable to care for the bird. 

This WILL result in a journey that is totally unavoidable, whether its the owner collecting 

the bird or the non-fancier delivering the bird to a vet or a nearby fancier; thereby increasing 

the risk of spreading the virus and placing lives at risk.  

Anyone training during this period will be dealt with under RPRA rules relating to 

dishonourable conduct.  

Ian Evans CEO 

 

RPRA update Wednesday 25
th

 March 2020 

 



The following content has been agreed by the members of the Confederation including the 

RPRA, NEHU, SHU, WHU but excluding the IHU. 

As of the 23
rd

 March the UK Government brought in further restrictions to limit the spread 

and impact of the Coronavirus. As a direct result pigeon racing will be suspended until at 

least 23
rd

 May 2020. 
The RPRA and other unions will continue to monitor the situation, and updates will be 

published when available. 

Futhermore, the following applies to all members: training of pigeons is classed as non -

essential travel and is therefore strictly prohibited. 
 

RPRA update Tuesday 24
th

 March 2020 
 

Following yesterdays announcement that included increased restrictions relating to the 

Coronavirus Pandemic the RPRA are currently discussing it's impact on racing for 2020 and 

will publish a further update tomorrow morning.  

Ian Evans CEO 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RPRA update Thursday 19
th

 March 2020 

 
Following Government coronavirus advice the RPRA offices will be closed to visitors from 

Monday 23rd March 2020 and a policy of homeworking will be implemented until further 

notice.  

Therefore, the way you contact the RPRA will change. A list of contact number and emails 

are listed below.  

We ask all members to use email as the preferred option of communication whenever 

possible, and to telephone as a means of contact only if absolutely necessary.  

In any case, please DO NOT ring these numbers outside of our normal office hours: 9am-

5pm, Monday-Friday.  

The online strays reporting system and transfers system will remain available 24 hours a day 

365 days a year via the RPRA website.  

Task Direct Line Email Strays 01452 858249 (9am to 1pm only) 01452 858247 (9am to 

5pm) strays@rpra.org  

General Enquiries 01452 858246 karenjames@rpra.org  

Inland Racing 01452 858245 donnarussell@rpra.org  



Continental Racing 01452 858244 continentalracing@rpra.org. Please note this contact 

number will not be available until 30th March  

Distances and Loft Locations 01452 858248 distances@rpra.org (automated only) or 

loftlocations@rpra.org  

Accounts 01452 858241 lynazhang@rpra.org  

One Loft 01452 858241 rpraoneloft@rpra.org  

Ring Orders 01452 713529 ext 204 jonathanadams@rpra.org  

CEO 01452 858240 ianevans@rpra.org  

CEO’s Secretary 01452 858242 dorothyhadley@rpra.org  

 

Ian Evans CEO 

Statement received from Ian Evans (Tuesday 17
th

 March2020) 
 
Since the Governments latest announcement and guidance released yesterday afternoon there have been 

conversations ongoing in relation to a proposed delay to the start of Racing. You will be aware that the 

Governments guidance included avoiding pubs, clubs and other community gatherings. Race marking etc 

are classed as a community gathering. I can now confirm that the decision has been taken to suspend all 

racing until 25th April 2020. While no one wants to see racing postponed I am sure everyone will realise 

and accept that this decision has been taken in the interest of all our members and the wider community. All 

liberations booked prior to the 25th April 2020 will be cancelled and the liberation sites informed of this 

decision. We hope that racing will commence on 25th April. However, this is very much dependent on 

developments, advice and guidance available at the time. In addition clubs and organisations should 

consider cancelling meetings, sales and any other gathering. Where possible all racing organisations will be 

informed of the above steps via email and also given further information in relation to the requirements to 

submit updated amended race programmes. Ian Evans CEO 


